N EURAL-NETWORK technology has reached a degree of maturity as evidenced by an ever-increasing number of applications. Our experience, however, is that most practitioners of neural networks are familiar with only a handful of cases where neural-network technology has been reduced to practice. The objective of this special issue is presentation of some specific cases of ongoing everyday use of neural networks. Specifically excluded are neural-network applications still in the exploratory stage. While publication of extraordinary exploratory applications papers is within the scope of the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON NEURAL NETWORKS, this special issue deals only with neural networks used on a regular basis. At minimum, the system must be at the beta test stage.
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